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Laws, he had, in 1744, directly after coming to possession of Ost-Friesland, instructed Excellency Andrie, his Minister in London, to apply at the fountain-head, and expressly ask of my Lord Carteret: ' Are hemp, flax, timber contraband ?' ' No,' answered Carteret; Andrie' reported, N" And on this basis they acted, satisfactorily, for above a year. But, in October 1745, the English began violently to take planks for contraband; and went on so, and ever worse, till the end of the War.1 Excellency Andrie has gone home; and a Secretary of Legation, Herr Michel, is now here in his stead:— a good few dreary old Pamphlets of Michel's publishing (official Declaration, official Arguments, Documents, in French and English, 4to and 8vo, on this extinct subject), if you go deep into the dust-bins, can be disinterred here to this day. Tread lightly, touching only the chief summits. The Haggle stretches through five years, 1748-1753,—and the at last ceases haggling :
'January Blh, 1748' (War still on. foot, but near ending), ' Michel applies about injuries, about various troubles and unjust seizures of ships; Secretary Chesterfield answers, "We have iin Admiralty Courtj beyond question, right shall be done." " Would it wore soon, then ! " hints Michel. Chesterfield, who is otherwise politeness itself, confidently hopes so; but cannot push Judicial people.
'February 1748. Admiralty being still silent, Michel applies by Memorial, in a specific case : " Two Stettin Ships, laden with wine from Bordeaux, and a third vessel," of some other Prussian port, laden with corn ; taken in Ramsgate Roads, whither they had been driven by storm : "Give me these Ships back!" Memorial to his Grace of Newcastle, this. Upon which the Admiralty sits ; with deliberation, decides (June 1748), " Yes !" And "there is hope that a Treaty of Commerce will follow ;"2 which was far from being the issue just yet !
' On the contrary, his Prussian Majesty's Merchants, perhaps encouraged by this piece of British justice, came forward with more and ever more complaints and instances. To winnow the strictly true out of which, from the half-true or not provable, his Prussian Majesty has appointed a " Commission," ' fit people, and under strict charges, I can believe. 'Commission takes (to Friedrich's own knowledge) a great deal